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SUBJECT: FOUR WEEKS BEFORE THE DOMINICAN ELECTIONS 
REF : SD-1094, SD-1087, SD-0869 AND SD-1338 

1. AS DOMINICAN ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN ENTERS FINAL FOUR WEEKS, 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY HERE IS PERCEPTIBLY INCREASING, BRINGING WITH 
IT CONCOMITANT RISE IN PUBLIC INTEREST. REPORTS OF CLASHES 
BETWEEN GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS AND OPPONENTS ARE MORE FREQUENT, 
ALTHOUGH VIOLENT DEATHS HAVE BEEN FEW THUS FAR. DESPITE FREQUENT 
OPPOSITION ALLEGATIONS OF HARASSMENT BY SECURITY FORCES, THE 
CENTRAL ELECTORAL BOARD REVEALED APRIL 17 THAT IT HAD RECEIVED NO 
FORMAL COMPALINTS OF ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF THE ELECTORAL LAW. 

2. THE FOUR-PARTY SANTIAGO ACCORD CONTINUES TO STAGE PUBLIC 
DEMONSTRATIONS BOTH IN THE CAPITAL AND THE INTERIOR AND, BY MANY 
ACCOUNTS, IS ATTRACTING RELATIVELY LARGE AND ENTHUSIASTIC CROWDS. 
THIS APPARENT MOUNTING SUPPORT FOR THE ACCORD'S CANDIDATES IS 
REPORTEDLY CAUSING THE GOVERNMENT SOME CONCERN AND HAS GIVEN RISE 
TO PREDICTIONS THAT BALAGUER S MARGIN OF VICTORY ON MAY 16 

WILL NOT BE AS GREAT AS THAT PERCEIVED JUST TWO WEEKS AGO. 
NONETHELESS, DESPITE INCREASING OPITMISM IN OPPOSITION CIRCLES, 

MOST OBSERVERS REMAIN CONVINCED THAT BALAGUER WILL EMERGE 
VICTORIOUS AT THE POLLS, AND ALL THE MORE SO BECAUSE PERSONAL 
RIVALRIES AND CONFLICTING AMBITIONS KEEP THE OPPOSITION FROM 
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CONTINUES ITS THREATS TO BOYCOTT THE ELECTIONS UNLESS THE 
GOVERNMENT MEETS ITS DEMANDS FOR THE RELEASE OF "POLITICAL 
PRISONERS," THE RETURN OF POLITICAL EXILES, THE CESSATION OF 
MILITARY AND POLICE HARASSMENT, ETC. SUCH THREATS SEEM TO BE 
LARGELY POLITICAL POSTURING, HOWEVER, IN AN ATTEMPT TO WRING 
CONCESSIONS FROM THE GODR. THE LIKELIHOOD OF WINNING MAYORSHIPS 
IN SEVERAL LARGE INTERIOR CITIES AS WELL AS UP TO PERHAPS 40 
PERCENT OF THE CONGRESSIONAL SEATS PROVIDES A STRONG STIMULUS TO 
OPPOSITION LEADERS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ELECTIONS. 

3. ALTHOUGH PARTISAN ACTIVITY TO PROMOTE SPECIFIC REFORMIST 
CANDIDATES CONTINUES AT A SURPRISINGLY LOW LEVEL, PRESIDENT 
BALAGUER HAS MARKEDLY INTENSIFIED HIS OWN PERSONAL CAMPAIGN, 
GIVING THREE NATION-WIDE RADIO AND TELEVISION SPEECHES AND 
MAKING THREE POLITICAL TRIPS INTO THE INTERIOR THIS WEEK. 

BALAGUER'S CURRENT THRUST HAS BEEN AIMED AT STRENGTHENING 
HIS POSITION VIS-A-VIS THE IMPORTANT CAMPESINO CLASS, EVEN AT 
THE RISK OF FURTHER ALIENATION OF THE POWERFUL LAND-OWNING 
(TERRATENIENTE) CLASS. 

4. ALTHOUGH THE OPPOSITION ACTS INCREASINGLY BUOYANT OVER ITS 
PROSPECTS AT THE POLLS, SUCH OPTIMISM SEEMS LARGELY UNWARRANTED. 
NONETHELESS, THE INTENSIFIED CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES BY THE GOVERN- 
MENT AND BALAGUER INDICATE THAT THE GODR IS IN FACT CONCERNED 
AND IS BEING SHAKEN FROM ITS FORMER COMPALCENCY ABOUT ITS CHANCES 
OF WINNING ITS EXPECTED VICTORY ON MAY 16. IN THIS COUNTRY 

WHERE VIABLE POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS ARE SORELY LACKING AND CIVIC 
EXPERIENCE AND MATURITY ARE IN ESPECIALLY SHORT SUPPLY, ATTEMPTS 
AT POLITICAL PREDICTION ARE GENERALLY UNREWARDING. NEVERTHELESS, 
MOST OBSERVERS AGREE THAT BALAGUER, WITH ALL OF THE RESOURCES OF 
THE GOVERNMENT AT HIS DISPOSAL, STILL REMAINS UNBEATABLE AT 
THE POLLS, EVEN THOUGH THE OPPOSITION MAY WIN A LARGER NUMBER 
OF OTHER ELECTIVE OFFICES THAN WAS ORIGINALLY ANTICIPATED. 
HURWITCH 
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